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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

VJFSHING’TON25, D.C.

Mr. Tames T. Rmey
Ex5cJtive Director
.Toi~.tCommittee on Atomic Energy
Ccxl~]-essof the United States

Dear Mr. Raney:

My letter of July 23, 1958, advised you of reported
I>adlOaCLi’,Fityzboard the Japanese ship TiL!w>’O~LrLRUin t~fiz
I:estzrnPacific and low white blood counts of ten of the shiprs
Cr’!:-1$lWT5ers. Subsequent developr,entsin this Incldc’ntzre
as follows.
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exposure it would not hve resulted In a total dose suf’ficlentto
produce even the minimum symptons of radiation sickness.
(Calculations made by the Je.pmese as rsported In a prsvious
wire from the Mericm Fmbcssy, Tokyo, of a maxlmm of 100
nilltroentgens exposure to the crew nay be sone~<hathigh but not
a Impossible ve.lue. An exposure of 100 milliroentgents is about
equiv~lent to that received each yszr from naturzl sources.) .

The nsdlczl exzminztlons s?lot:edno evidence of radiation
injury. ‘i’nelov~estwhite blood count of 3,350 iS belo~~a~era~e
but is not cons?derzd serlocs cnd counts In this range are
occ<2s?.on211yseen under norm21 clrc’-mstance.s.Tne specific
czuse for this low coun~ has not bssn cletermlned, but it could be
eith~p (a) a normal count f’orihi.sindividual, m? (b) the r2SUlt

of’ o:-.eor more of several causes. Other blood elements (red
cell.:.and hemoglobin) measured w~re all Iiithin~ormal rzmges in
211 ~~lstcnces.

Sincerely yours,

/s/Paul F. Foster
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT’TO THE S!3Ci@TLRYOF’STATE
I!ASHINGTON

Auzust 14, 1958

!.E!4GR.MW.JIflF’CR:

Admirel Paul F. Fester,
General ?,icnager=

Lbomic En2r.gyCommission.

It gives me ~reat (Jle2SUI’I? to I)rirg to your attention the
attached telegram from ambassador l;acfirt.hurcsnce~~,t.ngthet!qncid~nt i~V31v~i~g‘heccmclusicn of the recent “exposure --
::.kujoI!cruand Satsuma Nmu.

/s/

Fhilip J. Farley
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DEPART1.~EIWOF STATE

AUGUST ~3, 1958
.

FROM: ~oKyC)

To: Secretary of Stste

CUWWtT PHASE OF IIJCIDENTIITJOLWINGEXPOSURE TO RLDIATION
OF TWO MSB SHIPS TAKUYO AND SATSIJWiSEEMS ABOtK1’CONCLUDED.
j.]~T~;l,JRTHyHAS BEEN ~bRy ~SpONSIBLE ltAN-NCRWITH WdICH GOJ HAS
HA?.WED Q-UESTIONOF PC)S,SIETERADIATION SICKNESS A!I1ONGCREW
:.E1,b21S,ZN FACT ‘i’RE!;ml\~OUSPRESSURES FROM PRESS Al\~OPPOSITION
‘~0BUILD ‘UPTHIS INCIDENT IIti’OANOWER EIJKURWJlWJW CASE AND
CRS.kTEIJAJORCGNTROVHLSY WITH US. JAPANZSE G()_vT’HAS LE!T1’\’!!31GHT
OF IT’SPFKSTIGE AND IIWLUENCE TO QUIET P[~iLICANX1k17 JG3XJTCR5W
~]jDEST/:&.<~jSH~~]~ATNO R~lATION EF’~’EOTSh’~p~Sb”FF&iZil(E[’%TEL
X33)-. AS i;ESurLT,EFFORTS BY PRESS AND LIHVTSTS TO BUILD UP
:.,~~,;~,si-~fijy~OF HiSTERIA AND THEREBY I)RIJIAT’IZEJAPAIJFSEDE!.X!NDS
3-(!I?r,jJCLE~..RT3ST SuSPENSiOh7H.AVEFALLEN &FLAT*

MAC ART!+LR
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